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Ketevan Elashvili
MORAL TREATISE ON SUICIDE (ALEXANDER KAZBEGI)
Summary

Thoughts of suicide are that unconditional feeling of emotional turmoil that makes the
dilemma of "being-non-being" seem even more fatal. With the understanding of the world,
the creative vision, or the philosophical insight, the "suicidal impulse™ emerges all the more
clearly and, as a "shadow of fate," becomes a kind of companion.

This artistic dynamic of suicide is sometimes clearly evident, sometimes only emotionally
perceptible, in the work and biography of Alexander Kazbegi. The author, who throughout
his life tried to break, or rather shatter, all sorts of clichés that confined him like an "honor
guard."

Was he therefore not such a ruthless "gambler" with life, just like his characters? And who
was Alexander Kazbegi anyway?

A nobleman who had to conquer society with his refined manners and particular tastes
(according to his parents' wishes), or a "child" with unconventional behavior who constantly
demonstrated extreme freedom? Perhaps because he somehow repressed the devastating
feeling of helplessness or hopelessness that developed into a dilemma. But he faced a
completely different challenge in life and succumbed to the illusory world that his caring
parents had created for him. Thus, the "Lord of the Valley," divided or torn apart, began to
live with a scenario that was "unsuitable" for him (deeply shocking), one that raised many
questions and, unfortunately, remains unanswered to this day.

For there are authors in whom the urge to write suddenly erupts like a shattered element.
They write in one breath, seemingly intentionally, and unlike others, they create their creative
biography in a short time, which sometimes generates a certain ambivalence. Isn't it because
anything that escapes public scrutiny and adheres solely to the "creative canon" breeds
a certain distrust within society? And this often becomes the prerequisite for inventing a
particular mythology, both positive and negative.

It was precisely these unconventional, out-of-context productions that cast the dark shadow of
"false authorship" over Alexander Kazbegi and further shook his emotionally fragile psyche.
Thus, Kazbegi was completely overlooked in the list of 20th-century Georgian writers; born
an aristocrat, he fit neither the role of the aristocratic writer nor that of the noble rebel. Nor
did he belong to the circle of creators who spontaneously emerged from the bosom of the
people. He was utterly isolated and plunged into the ambivalent fog of recognition and
rejection within Georgian literature. | believe, however,that the infallible understanding of
the life and work of Alexander Kazbegi begins precisely now - in the 21th century.

PS This work - "Moral Discourse on Suicide (Alexander Kazbegi)" - continues the
investigation of the artistic spectrum of suicide in Georgian literature, which is reflected in
the book ("The Fate of the Word," 2019), in which this theme is presented in the form of the
following articles:
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1. The Artistic Significance of "Life's Boredom," pp. 38-47;

The dilemma of suicide as a perspective on the moral self-understanding or self-esteem
of the Georgian nation (the psychological and artistic aspects of Davari's suicide in "The
Rider in the Panther's Skin").

2. "The Aesthetics of Life's Self-Annihilation," pp. 48-56;

Vazha-Pshavela presented suicide as an inevitable consequence of fate and gave an
aesthetic dimension to the experience of suicide during the emotional turmoil of Aghaza
and Mindia.

3. “Folklore-Illustrated Depictions of the Conjuring of Death,” pp. 96-103.

As in most ancient civilizations, so too in Georgia, though only in the mountains, was the
introduction of the phenomenon of suicide “in the name of honor” a way of understanding
immeasurable freedom, for which there are numerous examples in Georgian folklore.

Based on all the studies mentioned above, it was logical to focus on the moral discourse
surrounding suicide and on such an unusual author as Alexander Kazbegi, who himself
committed suicide or was inspired by it.to focus on the moral discourse about suicide and on
such an unusual author as Alexander Kazbegi, who either committed suicide himself or was
inspired by it.to focus on the moral discourse about suicide and on such an unusual author as
Alexander Kazbegi, who either committed suicide himself or was inspired by it.
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