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Giorgi Razmadze
HISTORY OF GEORGIAN VIDEO AND COMPUTER GAMES

Summary

The article reviews the development of the Georgian video and computer games industry,
its historical, social and economic context and the challenges that characterize the artistic
sphere of peripheral countries. The main axis of the research is the study of the center-
periphery dynamics of the global video game industry, where the West dominates in terms of
both financial and creative resources, while developing countries mainly represent markets
for consumers or cheap labor.

The article uses the theories of cultural imperialism and global capitalism to analyze the
phenomenon of Georgian video and computer games. The game industry, like Hollywood or
pop music, functions according to protectionist rules: Western products are freely distributed
globally, while the export of local works to large markets faces many barriers.

The game industry in Georgia, compared to the rest of the world, was formed late. The spread
of digital technologies began in the 1990s, but the first official Georgian computer game,
“Police,” appeared only in 2011 — commissioned by the Ministry of Internal Affairs. The
game reflected the political narratives of the then government, where the image of Russia as
an “enemy” was used to cover up the existing socio-political situation and justify numerous
misdeeds. Despite its technical simplicity, “Police” became a key precedent in the country’s
history, although it did not lead to rapid industrial development.

In the last decade, several independent studios and authors have emerged, using local themes
and experimental forms. Featured projects include:

*  “90s— Shevardnadze's Journey” — an ironic pixel art that presents the socio-economic
disasters of the Shevardnadze era in the form of a game, however, it erases the president's
historical responsibility for the cataclysms caused by economic “shock therapy” and, on
the contrary, presents him — the game's protagonist — as a “solver” of the problems.

*  “Slowly, Zviad” — a popular mobile game based on a local internet meme, but is a
virtually unchanged “reskin” (copy) of the Philippine game Dere Evil Exe, which reveals
the problem of intellectual property in peripheral markets.

*  Kartvelian Legends — a state-supported MOBA genre game featuring heroes
from Georgian mythology, although visually and technologically it blatantly repeats
international analogues. In this game, the “Georgian” content is used only for exoticization.

e  “Svani” — a minimalist mobile game, where ethnocultural symbols (Svan tower,
hat) are used only as decorative elements, and the aesthetics of the game are heavily
influenced by Western animation.

*  “The Way of Wrath* — the largest Georgian project, created in the fantasy genre
familiar to the global market and deliberately does not rely on Georgian motifs,In order
to have a greater probability of commercial success in international markets.
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*  “Only the Voice Remains” — an art game by Mariam Natroshvili and Detu
Jincharadze, which is a non-commercial game. The authors are trying to develop a type
of industry in Georgia that is little or not written about in capitalist systems and involves
understanding the medium as a new field of art.

The article draws parallels with other peripheral countries — Mexico, Chile, Romania and
India. A similar trend is observed everywhere: local developers obey Western standards,
often work on foreign IPs and struggle to create original products. According to the theory of
digital “extractivism”, global centers take “brains” and labor from these countries cheaply,
do not distribute economic value fairly and engage in exploitation of the subjects involved
in labor.

In the case of Georgia, an additional difficulty is the lack of infrastructure, education and
state support, as well as the monopoly of global platforms (Steam, Google Play, Apple
Store), which limits the visibility of small studios. As a result, the field of online gambling is
much more developed than the creative video game segment.

Against this background, the development of “art games” that go beyond commercial
frameworks is interesting. Mariam Natroshvili and Detu Jincharadze’s projects (“Tsikara”,
“Lost and Found”, “Only the Voice Will Remain”) connect games with contemporary art and
explore themes of memory, silence and collective experience.

The authors see games as a medium that can resist the process of commercialization and
preserve a space for creative freedom in peripheral countries. In conclusion, the article
suggests that the Georgian video game industry is still in its infancy, but has significant
potential. Its strengths lie in its experimentation, irony, and attempts to use local history and
mythology. With the right policies and financial support, the Georgian video game industry
could become a globally interesting phenomenon.



