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Lia Kalandarishvili

THE COMPOSITION OF THE SHOT AND THE ARTISTIC
SPACE OF THE FILM

Summary

Cinematography tells us. It is a kind of language, regardless of what the purpose of filming
is - a simple fixation of an event or the presentation of a complex structural image. Ordinary
grammar will not work to understand such a language. In cinema, grammar is replaced
by composition, style, form and expression, meaning and meaning, which are formed as a
result of the arrangement and relations of images between signs, interval relationships and
transformations. In the screen image, form and content are inseparable from each other.

In cinema, the content is conveyed precisely by the composition of the shot, which speaks
to us in the language of art, not with ready-made ideas about reality, but with examples of
new realities, hints at their understanding and comprehension. These hints are distributed
in the film in different expressive layers, sound in unity, contain contradictions, consist of
differences and similarities.

But what is a “frame”? What do we mean by the term, which is used by cinematographers
in different meanings:

First of all, a frame - from a technical point of view, is a single cell recorded on film, obtained
by shooting a moving or static object at a rate of 24 frames per second or another (more
or less) frequency. Such frames constitute a film frame, a continuous section of the film,
which is shot continuously from the time the camera is turned on until it is turned off.
Cinematographers also call a “frame” a “montage frame” - that which remains in the film
from the shot taken on film as a result of the montage process.

The word “frame” also denotes an image enclosed in a rectangular frame, a picture in which
stationary or moving objects, figures, faces, details are arranged in accordance with the
authors’ concept and laws of composition.

Hence: a frame is a semantic cell, a fragment of the film's content, a unit - a dramatic,
visual and sound unity that carries intellectual and emotional meanings. Thus, in the art
of cinema, in the formation of an idea or a point of view on reality into a concept, as well
as in its regulation by the aesthetic laws of a work of art, an important role is played by
the order of subordination of the presented elements of this work to the idea and concept,
such as, starting with the appropriate distribution of the plot in place and time; Then, by
placing events, characters, or objects in the environment and situation and by properly
emphasizing them - by the appearance of objects, by detailing the content and elements of
artistic significance, such as, for example, the proximity of the object, that is, the scale and
proportion of its placement in the frame, the angle of view, shape and color, the dynamics of
movement, rhythm and sound of sound...
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The peculiarity of the film's composition is determined by the order of the integrity of all
these elements, in the format of the common frame, and by the relationships created between
them. The cinematographer deliberately selects a part of it from the unfathomable reality,
captures only the world of the object in the frame, observes its existence in the environment,
its movement, qualitative details,It gives importance to its expression and interaction with
other objects.

The frame of the film image, or shot, is a window into the artistic world of the film, from
which we perceive a specially selected reality with its elements and details, with a clear or
vague content that impresses us and whose explanation and understanding forms a certain
point of view on this world. The shot is constructed using specific expressive means and
then edited using specific expressive means, which creates our perception of the space of
this artistic world.

The aim of the research is to describe the elements of the shot and its artistic and aesthetic
realization with various tasks, when creating different artistic realities in different films. The
paper discusses shots from films that present the functions and capabilities of the shot in
different ways. These are: Michelangelo Antonioni's "BIOW-UP~", Jean-Pierre Blanc's ,,The
Old Maid“/ “La Vieille Fille*, Andrei Tarkovsky's "Solaris", Sergei Eisenstein's "Battleship
Potemkin”, Nikoloz Shengelaia's "Eliso"”, Eldar Shengelaia's "The Blue Mountains or an
Unbelievable Story", Billy Bitzer's "Georgetown Loop", Bela Tar's "The Turin Horse", Jean-
Luc Godard's "Two or Three Things | Know About Him", Mariano Cohn and Gaston Dupre's
"Official Competence", Darren Aronofsky's "Requiem for a Dream", Jim Jarmusch's "The
Limits of Control".

The research involves a systematic analysis of the most important elements of the film - the
shot and the view, which is especially important for students of the film arts specialty to
study the visual language of film art more deeply and observantly.



