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THEORETICAL OPINIONS ON FINE ARTS
/FIRST HALF OF THE 20™ CENTURY/

Summary

Today, in our multifaceted, intensely charged 21st century, the theoretical views of artists
with a rich creative vision, which are reflected in their thinking with unique features, are
even more significant. The theoretical works of famous Georgian artists concern all branches
of fine arts (painting, architecture, sculpture) and in this regard, to a certain extent, also
represent an educational and cognitive resource. The periodical press publications of the
prominent artist Davit Kakabadze (1918, "Public Affairs", "Seven Luminaries") contain a
lot of articles, theoretical works-letters, The Genesis of Georgian Ornament, Art and Space
Paris. 1924-25 years, Paris 1920-1923 years.

The artist's surviving written heritage fully and perfectly "depicts" the atmosphere of that
time, the Georgian creative reality of the 1920s, the vision of the great artist, his special
artistic world. While still in Petrograd, his report on "The Artistic Decor of Ancient Georgian
Goldsmith Monuments and the Creativity of Beka Opizari" read in lvane Javakhishvili's
scientific circle made an indelible impression on the audience.

Davit Kakabadze's theoretical views on artistic and creative thinking, seen from a
philosophical and aesthetic prism, are special and multifaceted. Davit Kakabadze wrote
that art is a science, and it itself requires education. Art serves learning and education.
Artistic education, art must be taught in a scientific context, it - art needs to exist freely. In
art, scientific knowledge is of vital importance for its development and progress. Painting
occupies a very important - and even leading - place in the field of art. The artist believed
that painting has a specific role in the history of fine arts, which is confirmed by modern art.
Every nation has its own national art, characteristic only for it, distinctive from all others.
When David Kakabadze talks about painting, he draws attention to wall painting as a special
phenomenon. In his opinion, Georgian church painting is related to Byzantine painting, but
it is completely different from it in the principle of compositional construction and relatively
free creative thinking. In the artist's opinion, modern Georgian painting should find a spoken
visual language, which is embodied in the wonderful form of nature (nature is the giver
of artistic form). In his opinion: painting in the history of fine arts should be driven by an
artistic goal, when talking about colour, Davit Kakabadze focuses on its greater intensity.
In his opinion, the artist should focus on the unity of colours (taking into account their
properties) and line, as one of the main visual elements, the relationship between line and
colour. D. Kakabadze also notes the role of line, that it is not only in painting (under the
influence of Islamic painting), but it is also manifested in symmetrical forms in the fields of
Georgian fine arts: goldsmithing, architecture.

Aspecial and interesting view is expressed by Vakhtang Kotetishvili, who devoted theoretical
discussions to the issues of fine art in his book “Selected Writings (Course of Lectures)”
and “History of Sculptures”. According to Vakhtang Kotetishvili, sculpture should be the
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foremost among the branches of art, because it is precisely in this plastic art that the idea of
an ideally perfect person is embodied. Until now, | have not been able to study this language
independently; it was related to architecture and painting.

I read the theoretical works of Sergo Kobuladze with great interest. The artist studied and
analysed the beauty of the paintings of ancient Georgian artists. He also saw mathematical
principles in the harmonious regularity of the beauty of nature, the unity of the structure
of man and the orderly system of the laws of the surrounding world. In the 11th century
painting of Sioni in Athens, the structure of the human figure was used as a model, He
considered it visible, ideal, and perfect, and dedicated a special study to this issue. Sergo
Kobuladze, with scientific thinking, foresees the events in his theoretical work “The Golden
Section”, where, from his point of view, the ancient Georgian architectural doctrine, artistic
vision, aesthetic harmony, and precise geometric laws of numerical ratios were based. While
studying the architecture of the Mtskheta Jvari Cathedral, he traced the application of the
golden section principle.

The theoretical work of the famous artist Vakhtang Japaridze, “Easel and Watercolour
Painting Issues”, devotes an important place to the issues of perspective, colour, and the
relationship between its various tones. His thoughts also contain many interesting ideas from
the technological and methodological point of view of painting.

A review of the theoretical views of Georgian artists of the first half of the 20th century on
fine art clearly reveals their unique understanding of their creative aspirations, interests, and
artistic searches. At the same time, the main characteristics of the development of Georgian
national painting, the main path of the formation of modern Georgian fine art, artistic and
expressive specificity and national identity are clearly visible in the theoretical views of
artists on artistic creation, an attempt to understand the essence of fine art is clearly visible,
which greatly enriches their theoretical concepts and reasoning.
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