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Mariam Ushkhvani
IRAKLI PARJIANI - PAINTER OF LIGHT
Summary

In Georgiain the second half of the 20th century, when the country was experiencing historical
events filled with internal contradictions and artificially suspended artistic processes, a clear
demand for a new interpretation of artistic form and style emerged in Georgian painting.
During this period, the generation of the 80s was formed, which quickly began to assimilate
Western artistic language and postmodernist trends and introduce them into Georgian reality.
At the same time, awareness of national heritage, a return to the past, and a great interest in
Georgian history and religious themes were of paramount importance for this generation.

One of the most outstanding, original and innovative representatives of this turning point was
the artist Irakli Parjiani (1950-1991). His work is closely connected with the rehabilitation
and transformation of religious painting in Georgian visual culture, as he actively created
works of religious themes at a time when religion was ideologically taboo. Despite a short but
intense creative life, Parjiani was able to express his individual voice not only in Georgian,
but also in world art culture. He enriched and nourished the “spiritualized” modern art of that
period with his eternal sacred orientation.

The main goal of the research is to present and analyse the symbolic and artistic significance
of white in the work of Irakli Parjiani, especially in his religious works. Parjiani, despite
the fact that he established a connection with medieval Christian monuments through
compositional and colourful arrangement, appears to us as an absolutely modern artist, with
whom the white colour in his latest works reveals its own spiritual and metaphysical essence
and creates a spiritual, sublime world.

The work emphasizes the role of Parjiani as a postmodernist artist with high spirituality,
sincerity, and an individual signature in Georgian and Western culture.

The artist’s creative method was based on postmodernist tendencies, neo-expressionism, and
trans-avant-garde techniques. In his works, the plastic form of the figure is dematerialized —
bodies lose their concreteness and are transformed into bodies of light. This effect is mostly
achieved through the large-scale use and manipulation of white colour. The artist's style
includes a method of transfiguration, where one image can be voluminous and realistic, the
other flat or abstract, like a stain, which indicates his postmodernist double coding.

Parjiani's artistic interests covered a wide range - from miniature painting to monumental
painting. He created mythological themes and metaphysical landscapes, illustrated the
Gospels, repeated the themes of the "Gospel" and "Crucifixion" many times, which for him
served as a meditation, as a means of in-depth understanding of the topic.

The turning point in Parjiani's work is the "Berlin Cycle" (1989-1990), which appears to be
the final manifestation of his work. In these works, which the artist created a year before
his death, one can feel an attempt to free himself from the material world and leave only
spirituality on the pictorial plane, which is expressed in the desire to achieve metaphysical
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silence. All his works — “Cycle of Meetings”, “Metaphysical Landscapes”, portraits, “Berlin
Cycle”, etc. — are designed with the principle of creating and conveying a feeling of divine
energy, eternity and confirmation of the existence of divinity through the materialization of
light and the vibration of color.

The study examines in detail the metamorphosis of white in the history of art — from antiquity
(purity, divine beauty) to the Middle Ages (purity, transcendence) and to the abstraction of
the 20th century. In particular, the historical context, the symbolic meaning of color, and its
technical and aesthetic development.

Finally, it emphasizes how this complex metamorphosis of white colour led to the expansion
of its metaphysical and conceptual potential in postmodernist art, on the basis of which Irakli
Parjiani's innovative vision is discussed.

It is noted that in Parjiani's work, white colour is the most important component of the
palette, the divine light, from which all the colours of the spectrum are born, as well as
spirituality and the artist's deep emotional attitude towards Christianity.

Thus, the artist Irakli Parjiani, called the master of light and spirituality, occupies a worthy
place in Georgian and world art of the 20th century.



