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Marika Mamatsashvili

TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORD ON THE STAGE

Summary

The paper "Transformation of the Word on the Stage" explores the directorial reading of
a dramaturgical work, which is a very specific aspect of theatre-critical thinking, since the
subject of study and research of a theatre critic is the play, and the latter's spoken language
is action, which is why it is stage action that attracts special attention when studying theatre.
Stage action is created as a result of the director's visions and the interpretation of the staging
team, the basis of which is the playwright's text.

The writer's word is a means of composing stage action - the mental external score of the
play. It is known that theatre criticism, as a form of critical thinking in general, is based
on the critic's intellect, talent, ability to foresee the socio-political events of the country,
and knowledge of the peculiarities of the object of research. With the help of this versatile
information, the critic creates an adequate work of art, in which, first of all, every aspect of the
play as a whole creation should be indicated, its philosophical, socio-political significance,
as well as the peculiarities of purely specific thinking. The object of my research is precisely
the latter.

The image of Don Juan was not a novelty in world dramaturgy. As early as the 16th century,
we encounter the play of the Spanish monk Gabriel Téllez, or Tirso de Molina. The liberation
of people from medieval morality led to the rehabilitation of feelings, which led to the birth
of a new, Renaissance character.

Tirso de Molina's Don Juan is a man of liberated sensuality, still devoid of internal conflicts,
but he has already overcome the barrier of moderation and given himself up to unbridled
passion.

When I return to Moliere's life, to his tragic fate, one very controversial thought does not give
me rest: being in the role of a servant of the royal court gave rise to a constant, silent rebellion
in Moliere. And this rebellion was ignited in the character Don Juan, created in 1665. With his
fervour, courage, strength, if you like, even charm, he opposed the Biedermeier, bourgeois
world. Don Juan's rebellion, loneliness, seclusion and finally doom, I consider identical to
the fate of Moliere: Don Juan clearly fights to achieve his goal, Moliere hides, but fights
selflessly; Don Juan has broken away from society, there is a gaping chasm between Moliére
and the surrounding world, because he violates the stereotype developed by society. Don
Juan has countless enemies; Moliére does not suffer from their lack either. No one forgave
Don Juan for having outstanding qualities, Moliére also sacrificed his unique individuality.
And in the end, the playwright set the rebellious Don Juan on fire, like a victim, brought to
the slaughterhouse of the foolish. As if the genius had foreseen his own fate, had found the
final chord in his life.
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Even after the creation of Moliere's masterpiece, interest in the character of Don Juan did
not wane. Despite such a variety of dramatic texts, directors gave and still give preference
to Moliére's "Don Juan"”. This is what happened in Georgia, in 1980 Mikheil Tumanishvili
staged Molicre's "Don Juan" at the "Film Actors' Theatre"; in 2023 Levan Tsuladze staged
the same play at "Workshop 42"; in 2022 Saba Aslamazishvili staged a performance based
on the plays of Moliére and Pushkin in the circus building.

The purpose of this work is to trace how the artistic understanding of the future performance
is born, how the playwright's word is transformed into stage action, where and how the
stage action originates. | will try to determine all this based on M. Tumanishvili's version of
Moliere's play Don Juan.

The playwright's word is the source of the creation of the mental and physical score of a play,
in this case "Don Juan".

The study shows us, using the example of three plays, how the word is transformed on
stage. What methods do directors use; what is their spoken language; how is the mise-en-
scene born from the word; what is the hint in the text that gives the actor the impulse for
transformation; how are lighting, decorations, and sound sequences used in the theatre to
achieve the goal and convey the message.



