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Tamar Kutateladze

FROM TRAGEDY TO MUSICAL
FRAGMENTS OF GEORGIAN THEATER FROM THE 1950S-1960S

Summary

The socio-political and theatrical innovations taking place in the world in the 50-60s of the
20th century were also marked by great changes in Georgia. This period prepared the great
reforms of the 70s. In 1953, the era of Stalin's dictatorship ended. The era of transformation
began. Party fanaticism was gradually replaced by a new way of thinking. The desire to know
and understand the processes taking place in the spiritual world of man came into focus. In
1952, the harmful essence of the “non-conflict theory” in art, which had been established in
1946, was exposed. From now on, theaters were called upon to reflect life truthfully. This
trend was in its own way facilitated by the rehabilitation of the repressed carried out by the
Soviet government in 1956. The object of interest again became the innovative art of great
directors — V. Meyerhold, S. Akhmeteli, L. Kurbas, A. Tairov. Understanding their rebellious
creativity gave more courage and stimulus to the searches of young directors. Theatrical
convention again invaded the theater. The principles of the heroic-romantic theater of
the 20s-30s became the object of sharp criticism in the 50s. Interest in metaphors, sharp
conventional thinking strengthened.

The beginning of reformist searches is associated with the work of L. loseliani and G.
Lortkipanidze at the Marjanishvili Theater. On November 25, 1960, G. Lortkipanidze’s “Me,
Grandma, Iliko and Hilarion” was staged at the Marjanishvili Theater. N. Dumbadze brought
a new world to the Georgian theater. A new stage begins with this performance. After D.
Kldiashvili, the peculiarity of the Georgian phenomenon of "tears of laughter" continued
in a new way. The village and the city, the peasant and the student settled on the stage. The
most essential tendencies of Georgian life were clearly reflected. This was the era of the
population moving from the village to the city, the process of the new generation searching
for its place in life.

Vasil (Vaso) Godziashvili, who had been working in the theatrical aesthetics of Marjanishvili
and Akhmeteli since the 1920s and was the fastest growing actor, stood out in the star cast
of the Marjanishvili Theater. Along with comedic and grotesque roles, he created the faces
of dramatic and tragic heroes with the same skill. Richard III (W. Shakespeare's "Richard
11", dir. V. Kushitashvili, 1957) occupies a special place in his work. Nevertheless, Vaso
Godziashvili's style was still comedy. Here his imagination knew no bounds.

By the 60s of the 20th century, the status of a great director rightfully fell to Archil
Chkhartishvili, who had mastered the co-creative process of Kote Marjanishvili and Sandro
Akhmeteli. While working as the main director of the Marjanishvili Theater, he staged Vazha-
Pshavela's “The Outcast” there with great success. In the play, A. Chkhartishvili achieved the
tandem of epic forms characteristic of S. Akhmeteli's plays and the psychological treatment
that was typical of Marjanishvili. The play was distinguished by an excellent ensemble
of actors: V. Anjaparidze (Javara), [.Tripolsky (Bakha), Medea Japaridze (Gulsunda), M.
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Makhvihadze (Gulgana). Each of them created very individual faces, but first of all O.
Meghvinetukhutsesi was the one who defined the heroic-poetic, sublime-tragic style of the
play.

Attention to Euripides' "Medea" staged by Archil Chkhartishvili was focused primarily on
V. Anjaparidze. This was the first staging of this great wise playwright's play on the stage of
the Georgian theater of the last century. In it, the director saw the tragic essence of Medea's
character - in betrayal of the homeland, and not in the suffering caused by the loss of a
loved one. Both performers of the role of Medea - V. Anjaparidze and D. Chichinadze -
embodied a proud and powerful person, a representative of a strong and highly cultured
nation. Both performers of Medea remembered well that the sun was their ancestor. The
beginning of V. Anjaparidze's tragedy was conceived in its uncompromising character. He
could not reconcile himself to the idea that Jason's love, which he sacrificed for her the
most precious thing, did not turn out to be true and eternal. In the performance, the chorus
regained the rights that it had in the tragedies of Aeschylus and Sophocles. Here the chorus
actively participated in the course of the action, suffered with Medea, sympathized, warned
and prepared her for the most difficult ordeal.

In the 50s of the 20th century, D. Aleksidze's “Oedipus the King” (1956), the first ancient play
to be staged at the Rustaveli Theater and was immediately assessed as a unique achievement
of the Soviet theater of that time, became an important event. The play created the image of a
worthy ruler, who was alternately embodied by three actors (A. Khorava, S. Zakariadze and
E. Manjgaladze). D. Aleksidze presented the ancient tragedy not as a tragedy of fate, but as
the heroism of a king who was able to severely punish himself for the benefit of his people.
It was in the staging of “Oedipus the King” that D. Aleksidze achieved the combination of
the monumentalism of the Rustaveli Theater with the expressive methods of psychological
theater.

After the universally recognized success of “Oedipus the King”, D. Aleksidze introduced the
Georgian audience to the work of B. Brecht... “The Three penny Opera” was D. Aleksidze’s
last play on the stage of the Rustaveli Theater, and one of the first in the Soviet space. The
performance, distinguished by its musical and plastic nature, approached the musical, where
the versatile talent of R. Chkhikvadze shone in a new way in the role of Mack the Knife. His
vocal data or plasticity, the conditional manner of performance. Here we saw for the first
time the true theatrical nature of the “alienation effect”. The paradox of the most depraved
person preaching high moral ideals to society. Here the police protected and warmed their
hands in an alliance with the Bordells or thieves, while the upper classes remained silent and
themselves were acting in their own way. “The Three penny Opera” (1964) became not only
a landmark performance in the history of Georgian theater, but also heralded the arrival of
the Brechtian era in our country.

The 60s of the 20th century were marked by the struggle against totalitarianism in the world.
The beginning of this process was the student protests in Europe in the spring of 1968. As
a result, postmodern art, distinguished by its nihilistic, rebellious attitude towards reality,
was formed. Its samples also proved impressive in Georgia and attempted to establish a
critical-experimental vision, an understanding of the classics as a testament to the present.
This period was marked by the creation of alternative theaters and a reformist movement in
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Russia and Georgia. The youth uprising of 1968 was echoed by the first intellectual drama
in the history of Georgian theater, J. Anouilh's "Antigone" staged by M. Tumanishvili, from
the stage of the capital's National Theater. It clearly revealed the conflict of the individual
with the totalitarian state apparatus.

Theatrical reforms and achievements of the 50s-60s of the 20th century in Georgia can be
described as a short period of resuscitation of tragic performances, its final stage. From
the beginning of the 70s, the lifestyle of Georgian society was marked by another political
activity. The process of generational change was renewed, and the leadership was also
changed. At the Rustaveli Theater, 36-year-old R. Sturua staged a play full of sharp political
accents. Kakabadze's "Kvarkvare" (1974), the director's first and most important production,
from which "R. Sturua's "Theater™" was born, a performance that determined the future
orientation of the Rustaveli Theater in the 70s, 80s, and 90s of the 20th century.

Inthe early 20s of the 21st century, when apocalyptic feelings were sweeping the world, after
a long pause, this time director David Doiashvili turned to Sophocles' tragedy "Oedipus the
King", which was staged at a time when the country was returning to its usual rhythm of life
after the pandemic lockdown, although the population still felt a sense of fear for the future
for a long time. Doubts rose again, and the question of the role of the government and its
responsibility to the nation and the country arose. Davit Doiashvili's mixed-genre play met
the audience as a reflection of the new millennium. Here, there were no more monumental
decorations, characters dressed in chitons, sublime feelings, or a sympathetic chorus. The
play was dominated by modern technologies, an army of televisions, which was conceived
as a lever for the media to influence the people. The director depicted our degraded world
and its rulers with almost photographic accuracy.

b4



