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At ggegggde VII, 2025
Irma Dolidze
THEATRE ARCHITECTURE IN SOVIET GEORGIA (1930s-1940s)
Summary

In 1921, the independent Republic of Georgia (1918-1921), occupied by Bolshevik Russia,
ceased to exist. Georgia became part of a new state union, the Soviet Union. A huge union
called the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) with a strictly centralized system of
government, socialist-communist ideology, new political and economic structures, the idea-
concept of the creation of Soviet man and, of course, a completely ideological vision of art
and architecture. “Socialist realism” occupies leading positions and becomes the only official
direction of Soviet art. Obviously, all this did not happen at once and was a consequence of
the important political and economic processes that were gaining an increasingly wide scale
and influence since the 1920s.

In the Soviet Union, and including Georgia, large-scale construction is underway at a
rapid pace. The themes of architecture are also diverse. Along with residential, communal,
agricultural and other types of complexes, public clubs, palaces of culture, theatre buildings,
cinemas, etc. are being built. In contrast to the eclectic style of the 19th and early 20th
centuries, two directions emerged at the first stage of the development of Georgian Soviet
architecture: on the one hand, an attempt to reveal national architectural forms in modern
architecture, or, as they said then, to create a “Georgian style”, and on the other hand, a
combination of the principles of rationalism and constructivist architecture.

The increased interest in theatre architecture was not accidental. In the mid-1930s, dozens of
theatres were operating in Georgia. For example, by 1935, there were 35 operating theatres.
The number of theatre buildings planned, started, or built in the 1930s is also impressive.
However, the projects of theatre buildings themselves and their architectural solutions arouse
the greatest interest.

Soviet architecture, as well as Soviet art in general, along with its ideological content, set
itself the task of creating an artistic form that would express and capture the great era of
building socialism and, at the same time, respond to the social demands of the country.

Against the backdrop of the grandiose construction in the Soviet Union, special attention
is paid to theatre architecture. It was it that was supposed to express the significance and
universality of the new ideology. Theatres, with a capacity of 800 to 2,500, are being built
in the capitals of the republics of the Soviet Union, administrative centres, and small towns.
Open and closed competitions (including international ones) are announced for the projects
of theatre buildings, special requirements are formulated, what and how the architecture of
the Soviet theatre should reflect. The main task is to create a new type of theatre building and,
accordingly, the search for new architectural forms. Forms that best express the ideological
beliefs of the socialist state.

So, what new tasks are we talking about?

First of all, the theatre building (as well as, in general, the Soviet architecture of this period)
is monumental and large-scale. This is the visual equivalent of the strength of the Soviet
state.
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The construction of theatre buildings is gaining a massive character throughout the Soviet
Union. Over the past thirty years, much more theatre buildings have been built here than in
all European countries combined.

Of course, against this background, the processes taking place in Georgia and the theatre
buildings designed and built during this period are extremely interesting. It is worth
considering not only the chronology of their construction, but also the geography. In the
1930s-40s, theatre buildings were built in Georgian cities, towns, and even villages. In
particular, in the city of Kutaisi (1933-1940. Arch. Sh. Tavadze. 1955 Arch. M. Shavishvili),
in the village of Velistsikhe (1931), in the city of In Gori (1934/5-1939. Arch. Sh. Tavadze,
M. Chkhikvadze), in Zugdidi (1932; 1944-47. Arch. M. Neprintsev), in Khulo village
(1931-1937), in Lanchkhuti Theatre (1936. Arch. K. Gvasalia. M. Baghdavadze (?), in Poti
(reconstruction 1933-36. Arch. A. Kalgin and Ter-Stepanov), in Chiatura (1949, Arch. K.
Chkheidze, M. Chkhikvadze), in Batumi (Drama Theater building - 1936, 1939, 1946-1952,
Arch. L. Teplitsky; Summer Theatre - 1947-48, Arch. K. Javakhishvili, B. Korakosiani).
Ozugeti Theatre (1934-35 Arch. V. Kadeishvili, 1949, 1961. Arch. K. Chkheidze) and others.

These theatre buildings for example, most of which have been granted the status of a cultural
heritage monument, the prominent place and role of theatre buildings in the development
is clearly visible. As a rule, they are designed and built on large squares, in the centre of
the architectural ensemble and are organically inscribed in the urban fabric of cities. It
is important that the visibility of theatre buildings from all sides has led to the focus of
attention not only on their overall volume and general silhouette, but also on the decorative
solution of all facades and facades. Theatre buildings acquire the function of centres of
cities and settlements. Accordingly, their ceremonial character, monumentality, and decor
are perceptible even from a long distance. If we look at the theatre buildings of the 19th
century in Georgia, we will see that they are included in the structure of the city development
and, for the most part, are integrated into the street fabric with only one, main facade.

The construction of theatre buildings, which began in the 1930s, resumed with renewed
vigour after World War II (1939-1945) and acquired an intensive character in the 1950s.

Despite the fact that the art and architecture of the Soviet period are declared to be based
on the ideological principles of socialism, the forms of national architecture dictated by
tradition play an important role in Georgia and are also a feature of the architecture of this
period. All this was well reflected in the theatre architecture of Georgia in the 1930s-40s.

As early as 1930, Filipe Makharadze wrote in his article “New Construction in Tbilisi”
(newspaper “Communist”, #168): “A big drawback in the field of construction was the
unique style of newly built buildings. We were imposed on the style of old churches and
castles-towers under the name of the Georgian style, which was completely unacceptable and
unacceptable in Soviet construction... It is impossible to say that our construction has been
completely freed from this unsuitable style, against which it is still necessary to fight.” This
“struggle” continued in the following decades, with the spread and construction of typical
projects, although the processes taking place in the architecture of Soviet Georgia were
not unambiguous either in the 30s or in the following decades. Even under this ideological
pressure, the tendency to assimilate and use national architectural traditions and create new,
modern architecture on this basis persisted, a striking example of which is the examples of
theatre architecture built in Georgia in the 1930s-40s.
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