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AT THE ORIGINS OF GEORGIAN FOLK STAGE CHOREOGRAPHY
(1850-1920)

Summary

The topic - “At the Origins of Georgian Folk Stage Choreography” refers to those dance
patterns that, during the formation of the Georgian Drama Theater, formed one of the artistic
expressions of the theater and participated in the formation of professional stage creativity.
Theoretical works, memoirs, photographs, theatrical and concert posters provide us with
information about the names, performers and types of stage Georgian folk choreographic
compositions. Thus, the mentioned period occupies a prominent place in the history of the
development of Georgian folk professional dance.

If we look at the development of professional choreography in different countries of the
world, the dance art of Egypt, Ancient Greece and Rome, India, Russia, Persia contains
the richest material in terms of the formation of folk dance as a professional creation. Such
art was not alien to Georgia either. The transfer of folk dance patterns to the stage created
the stage-professional art, which acquired its expression as a result of integration with the
theater and later developed into an independent branch.

In the second half of the 19" century and until the 1920s of the 20" century (before the
formation of the director's theater), Georgian theatrical creation, the theme of which was
mainly comedy-vaudeville and heroic plays, abundantly contained dance compositions. The
dances performed in the performances of Georgian actors laid the foundation for Georgian
folk stage choreography, and the folklore creations studied in authentic life gave rise to the
germ of professional dance art on stage.

The performances staged on the plays of Giorgi Eristavi and Zurab Antonov, with a theme
depicting old Thilisi, mainly contained the dance compositions of "Lekuri" and "Kintouri".

In addition to the performances, the traditional divertissements, which were performed
after the main theatrical performance, also often contained dances, in which the theater
actors participated. The best performers of "Lekuri" in the divertissements were Elisabed
Cherkezishvili, Keto, Elo and Kotso Andronikashvili, and Alexander Kazbegi. It is known
that Vaso and Taso Abashidze, Gigo lordanishvili were skilled in “Kintouri”.

In addition to “Lekuri” and “Kintouri”, the divertissements included dances from the
mountains of Eastern Georgia and the North Caucasus. A special role in the development
and establishment of choreographic patterns of this region for the stage was played by the
writer and actor Alexander Kazbegi, who performed them with special skill and character.

Atthe early stage of the formation of the stage and concert sphere, the place of choreographers
was taken by the actors-performers themselves. It must be assumed that during this period
the stage composition did not differ from the folklore pattern in fact.
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Abkhazian khanjluri, Azerbaijani “uzundara”, North Caucasian “nauruli”, dance to the music
of “Tsangala and the Girl”,"Davluri", "Baghdaduri" filled the stage and concert repertoire. In
the 10s of the 20th century, the folklore space was left behind and the Gurian-Adjarian folk
dance "Khorumi" began its stage life.

Information about the performance of Georgian folk choreographic samples on the concert
stage appeared in the periodical press. It turned out that abroad - in Moscow, St. Petersburg,
Kiev, Odessa, Kharkov, Warsaw and other cities - charitable student or other evenings
were held, the repertoire of which included Georgian folk dance compositions. Theatrical
performances depicting Georgian life, decorated with dance and music, were organized.
Concert scenes depicting Thilisi scenes were also staged by Kota Marjanishvili.

An important role in the professionalization of Georgian folk choreography was played by
the dance schools and studios that emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, including
those of Mikheil Mordkin, Srbui Lisitsiani, and Maria Perini, who studied classical dance.

The first Georgian choreographer, teacher, and professional dancer (although he also received
his choreographic education in an authentic space without studying at a professional school)
Aleksi Aleksidze also began his creative work here. A. Aleksidze's work at the State Opera
and Ballet Theater, where he shared the aesthetics of classical dance, did not go unnoticed
in the formation of his artistic and choreographic handwriting. The dance studio he created
made an invaluable contribution to the training of professional personnel. Important figures
of professional choreography studied in its studio, including Iliko Sukhishvili, who formed
the State Academic Dance Ensemble (Georgian National Ballet).

Thus, the Drama Theater played a special role in the development of Georgian stage folk
choreography. The foundations of Georgian folk professional choreography and the process
of its formation for the stage began in the Georgian Drama Theater.



