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David Gudjabidze
SIMON KILADZE - BIOGRAPHY AND AUTOBIOGRAPHY
Summary

A quarter of a century has passed since the death of Simon Kiladze. Shortly before his
death—at our last meeting—he gave me a small part of his archive and said with his usual
intelligent modesty: “Keep it with you, look at it; if you think it necessary, we will consider
what to do with it...”.

This happened in October 1997. In February 1998, Simon Kiladze died. The folders
containing the typewritten version of his autobiographical novel, the brochures from the
international exhibitions of the Georgia Photo Club, the notebook and the journal in which
he recorded technical and artistic matters, were kept by me for so long as a duty “waiting
for its time.”

| think that time has come.

In the 1990s, Georgian photography society was not indifferent; a multi-year enforced
moratorium on exhibitions was in effect, and individual master photographers were
struggling to survive. Today, Georgian photography is experiencing a renaissance: new
genres, new names, and new faces emerge almost daily, and various local and international
photo exhibitions are constantly being organized. The passion for photography has become
widespread and publicly accessible since the advent of mobile phone cameras. Therefore,
I consider it very important that the current generation learns about the masters of this
technical art, the conditions under which they had to work, and their personal qualities.
Simon Kiladze, in particular, can rightfully be called a "knight of the lens"—not only because
of his professionalism but also because of his personality.

Engaging with Simon Kiladze's work is both necessary and timely, as there are still people
in our community who knew him personally.

Simon Kiladze was born in 1916 in the Russian provincial town of Eisk, where his father,
David Kiladze, had been exiled for revolutionary activities. There, he married the daughter
of a local priest, and Simon was born. After the revolution, they came to Georgia. In 1926,
Simon's mother died of an illness; His father was transferred to Moscow, where he worked as
an engineer; Simon himself studied at the Moscow Pravda Journalism University. In 1937,
David was arrested and shot, Simon was expelled from the university and exiled to Tashkent
with his sister.

In 1941, he volunteered for the front and rose to the rank of captain during the war. After the
war, in 1946, his unit was stationed in the Polish town of Grudzonc. There, Simon met the
orphan Bozhena Czerwinska, whom he fell in love with and married. They had a son. Three
days after his son's birth, Captain Simon Kiladze was arrested: it turned out thatBozhena's
aunt and her husband had been found in the western occupation zone of Germany and had
invited Bozhena and Simon to join them. Simon, too, was denied his father's presumption of
innocence; he was sentenced to ten years in prison and deported to the Gulag. "To travel..."
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He was released in 1954 but had no right to live in the major cities of the USSR; therefore,
he initially began working in Gagra, where his sister's family lived. Even as a child, he
had a passion for drawing and worked as an artist at the Gagra Theater. After his father's
rehabilitation, his sister received a one-room apartment in Tbilisi, and Simon was allowed
to work in the press. He studied photography professionally: at the age of 39, he picked up a
camera and found his calling, for by the early 1960s, Simon Kiladze was already among the
Soviet Union's most successful photojournalists.

In 1964, he founded the "Georgia” Photo Club, which united a select group of professional
and freelance photographers from Georgia. The club organized several exhibitions, initially
in Thilisi, then the so-called "Union Exhibitions," and eventually abroad. In the Soviet Union
at that time, there were only a few significant centers for artistic photography that claimed to
be intellectual hubs for photographers: in Moscow, Leningrad, Lithuania, and now Georgia.
Alongside his work in journalism,

Simon Kiladze worked successfully as an artistic photographer in the 1980s, collaborating
with the editorial departments of Georgian Radio and Television - the "Television Theater"
and the "Literary Theater." We recently discovered a photo series for the television play
"This Should Not Have Happened" (first broadcast) and the radio play "From the Biography
of a Reporter," a dramatization of his autobiography. The radio play recording features the
voices of Rezo Chkhikvishvili, Ketevan Gegeshidze, Tariel Sakvarelidze, Gogi Gegchkori,
Nino Chkheidze, Tinatin Elbakidze, Marlen Egutia, Soso Lagidze, and Dato Uplisashvili.

Simon Kiladze's face has also been immortalized on film: In Soso Chkhaidze's multi-part
television film "Seven Men" (unfinished, Georgian Television Film Studio), he played one
of the important roles of a cameraman...

At his personal photo exhibition in Poland, a miracle occurred: A visitor approached Simon
Kiladze. It turned out that he knew a certain Simon Kiladze, only younger and Polish —
the Polish Simon Kiladze... Thus, by chance, he found his wife and child again, who had
disappeared in 1946 and after whom his mother had named her missing father...

Here ends the first part of our research, which traces the life of Simon Kiladze and is based
on the author's account of his experiences, beginning with his arrest in 1946; his time in the
Gulag; his return to Georgia, The reunion with his long-lost son and his first wife, as well as a
series of other events, are described by Simon Kiladze in his two-part autobiographical novel
"The Fate of a Reporter." The next phase of his life is described in the novel "Encounter at
Niagara" (which we will discuss in the second part of this study), written in laconic and
beautiful language, but in Russian.

Therefore, it is necessary to continue research to track down and discover the works of Simon
Kiladze scattered among the population - in families, private collections, and archives - in
order to rediscover Simon Kiladze in Georgia.



