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Rusudan Kvarazkhelia

TOTALITARIAN STATE AND TWO DECADES OF GEORGIAN
CINEMATOGRAPHY

Summary

The research discusses how the totalitarian state was being formed during two decades,
on the example of Georgian cinema of 1920s and 1930s; the trends of the “new human”
and those seen in change from avant-garde film process to socialist realism, created by
totalitarian cinema. Propaganda cinema significantly empowered the ideological basis of
totalitarianism.

Based on the study of important archival materials and films (My grandmother, Jim
Shuante, etc.), the methods of shooting and editing, angles and long panoramas, light and
shadow, everything that characterized the innovators, are revealed.

In the 1930s, the Soviet Government needed cinema more than ever. The form of devel-
opment of cinematography in the Soviet Union during the 20s, did not satisfy the authori-
ties in any way.

The main theoretical-ideological basis of the "Cinema-Stalinism" (Kinostalinism) sys-
tem revealed that Stalinist totalitarianism operated by considering the psychology of the
masses. Therefore, the "people's" films created in the 1930s are not only part of the mass
culture formed during that period, but also part of Stalin's state policy in creating the "new
human".

In the 1930s, the Bolshevik State managed to establish total control over cinematog-
raphy. The idea of cinema was "simplified" and the era of search for novelties was lost.
The declared primitive cinematography, which only had a utilitarian, propaganda function,
existed for quite a long time, almost until the 60s of the 20th century; and for a long time
preserved in a part of viewers the myth of the main function of cinema - the "happy" world.
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